
Airshow action is
on midway, not
just in the sky

Staff report

At theCalifornia International
Airshow Salinas, don’t just look
up — look around. Action and
excitement abound on the mid-
way as well as in the skies.
This year’s “ground show,” as

it’s known, includes returning
favorites such as a NASA dis-
play, a kids’ play area, andmore
than 100 military and civilian
aircraft that visitors can view
from close range.
“We’ve got something for

everybody,” said Airshow Exec-
utive Director HarryWardwell.
Also, several “war birds” or

warplanes that have flown in
armed conflicts will go on dis-
play on the tarmac at Salinas
Municipal Airport.
The kids’ play area will fea-

ture jump houses, stage shows,
a Frisbee toss and a games
booth.
Salinas Valley Memorial

Healthcare System will again
sponsor aNational Aeronautics
and Space Administration tent
with an exploration theme.

While NASA films play
throughout the day, Airshow
patrons can meet NASA astro-
naut Stephen K. Robinson, who
flew most recently on NASA’s
Return to Flight mission in
2005.
Robinson, born in Sacramen-

to, has flown three space shuttle
missions, including Discovery’s
STS-114 Return to Flight mis-
sion, which resupplied the
International Space Station and
evaluated new procedures for
shuttle inspection and repair
techniques.
Robinson, on Discovery’s

flight, performed three space-
walks, including an unplanned
and unprecedented repair of
the shuttle’s heat shield.He also
flewonSTS-95 in 1998 andSTS-
85 in 1997 and has logged more
than 830 hours and 14.1 million
miles in space.
“TheNASAexhibit is always a

highlight, because people are
just fascinated by space,”Ward-
well said.
Local vendorswill sell hot and

extra-cold foods, including bar-
becue dishes, pizza, churros
and snowcones, plus beverages
including beer and wine.
“The midway is going to be

like an air show and a county
fair all in one,” said Wardwell.
“It will be a fun place for all.”

California
InternationalAirshow

Salinas|Septem
ber27,2006

|710
|C
ali
fo
rn
ia
In
te
rn
at
ion
al
Ai
rs
ho
w
Sa
lin
as
|S
ep
te
m
be
r2
7,
20
06

559 ABBOTT STREET, SALINAS • 831-775-5200

DOCTORS ON STAFF
James A. Kowalski, M.D. • bruce H. Lin, M.D.

Donald A. Catalano, M.D. • Giles A.Duesdieker, M.D.

Michael E. Basse, M.D. • David A. Staunton, M.D.

Gary E. Falkoff, M.D. • RichardA. Villalobos, M.D.

Chris Glenn, M.D. • Arthurm. nathanson, m.d.

kristenwulff, m.d. • Misa Hosohama, M.D.

Y-LANHO,M.d. • roye.martinez,m.d. • f. scottpereles,m.d.

A N D M A M M O G R A P H Y C E N T E R

Unique aviation
act hovers back
to Salinas Airshow

By VICTOR CALDERON
The Salinas Californian

When the California Interna-
tional Airshow takes to the
skies thisweekend, thosewith a
long history of Airshow atten-
dance will experience Harrier
déja vu.
One of the rarest military avi-

ation acts, the U.S. Marine
Corps Harrier Jump Jet team,
will return to Salinas after a 16-
year absence to show off the
jet’s famous vertical landings
and hover action.
The Harrier aircraft’s combi-

nation of tactical mobility,
responsiveness, low operating
costs and ability to operate
from both land and water air-
bases are particularly well-suit-
ed to the special combat and
expedition requirements of the
Marine Corps.
The team’s precision flying

unit of Marines performs only
four Harrier demonstrations
per year on each coast.
“We’re very lucky to get

them, because they don’t do a
lot of shows,” said Harry
Wardwell, the Airshow’s exec-
utive director.
During the Harrier’s “Level

III” demonstration this week-
end, the jet team will start with
a short, 150-foot takeoff roll.
Then the jets will execute a
high-speed pass at more than
600 mph.
The team will show off the

AV-8B Harrier’s hovering and

vertical landing capabilities.
Capt. Ryan Colvert, a Harrier

fleet pilot, will perform his first
demonstration with the team.
He joined the Marine Corps in
December 1998.
“I’m pretty excited about it,”

said Colvert. “It’s nice to go
somewhere that people don’t
routinely see the airplane, and
you can showa crowd the capa-
bilities of this unique aircraft.”
Colvert said he takes pride in

working with people he calls

some of the best aviators in the
Marine Corps and working
with one of the military’s most
unique jets.
“It’s actually a lot of fun,” he

said, “because no matter how
many times you hover or land
on some 75-foot-wide strip, you
feel like you are somehow
cheating the ‘rules’ of flying air-
planes.”

Contact Victor Calderon
at vcalderon@thecalifornian.com.

Rare Harrier Jump Jets
return after 16-year hiatus

The U.S.
Marine Corps
Harrier Jump
Jet team will
perform at the
Californian
International
Airshow Salinas
after a 16-year
hiatus. The
team will show
off the Harrier’s
hovering and
vertical landing
capabilities.

ABOUT THE HARRIER
Statistics for the USMC Harrier
Jump Jet team:

Wingtip to wingtip, a Harrier
AV-8B jet is about 30 feet wide.
From nose to tail, it’s 46 feet,
and the tip of the tail stands
about 12 feet off the ground.

A typical jet weighs about
15,000 pounds.

The engine generates
23,400 pounds of
thrust, or about
35,000 horsepower.

The fastest speed for a
Harrier jet is 585 knots, or
673 mph.

Source: Harrier fleet pilot
Capt. Ryan Colvert
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‘Ground show’ offers variety

PROVIDED PHOTO

Crowd and static displays are seen at the California International Airshow Salinas in 2002. This
year’s ‘ground show,’ as it is known, includes a NASA display, a kid’s play area and more than 100
military and civilian aircraft that visitors can view from close range.
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