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Harriers and
Patriots on hand
to thrill crowds

By VICTOR CALDERON
The Salinas Californian

The eyes of SalinasValley res-
idents will again turn to the
skies for the 26th annual Cali-
fornia International Airshow in
Salinas this Saturday and Sun-
day.
After a 16-year absence, the

Harrier jump jet returns to Sali-
nas. The AV-8B Harrier can
both hover and land vertically.
Manufactured by Boeing and

used exclusively by the U.S.
Navy and Marine Corps, the
Harrier played a pivotal role in
Operation Desert Shield during
the Persian GulfWar of 1991.

Other military
jets at this
year’s Airshow
include the F-15
Eagle, F-16 Fal-
con and F/A-18
Super Hornet,
said Harry
Wardwell, exec-
utive director of

the Airshow.
“These are more jets than

we’ve ever had at one time,”
Wardwell said.
The Patriots Aerobatic Jet

Team, a group of civilian per-
formers, makes its debut at this
year’s event. The team will
thrill audiences, he said, as the
jets fly in close formation with
streams of red, white and blue
smoke trailing behind.
Another first at this year’s

Airshow is Bud and Ross
Granley, a father-and-son
team from Canada.

“They do a dueling Yak act,”
Wardwell said, referring to the
Russian aircraft the Granleys
fly called Yaks.
Also, Salinas resident Sean

Tucker will perform stunts in
his Oracle Challenger biplane
and aviation comedian Kent
Pietschwill performhigh-flying
routines, including piloting a
plane that falls apart and lands
on a moving recreational vehi-
cle.
A number of vintage and mil-

itary aircraft will be on display
on the airport grounds during
the air show’s two-day run. A
NASA exhibit will return to the
Airshow concourse.
Also scheduled are the

Showcopters, the Air Force
Reserve Smoke ‘N’ Thunder
Jet Car, SkydiveMonterey Bay,
the Heritage Flight and the
T-6 Texan II Warbird.
Expected to draw about

50,000 spectators, organizers
and volunteers hope the event
will raise more than $250,000
for Salinas-area charities,
Wardwell said.
That could mean hitting the

$7 million mark for charity
dollars raised by the show
over the years. Since 1980, the
California International Air-
show has generated $6.8 mil-
lion for charity, he said.
Wardwell said that of all U.S.

air shows, the Salinas event
makes the biggest fundraising
impact.
“Ours is by far the largest for

raising money for charity,” he
said.
The every-other-year Friday

night show, an expensive and
volunteer-intensive event, will
not be held this year.

Contact Victor Calderón
at vcalderon@thecalifornian.com.

Things are looking up

SCOTT MACDONALD/THE SALINAS CALIFORNIAN FILE PHOTO

Attendees of the 2005 California International Airshow Salinas watch the action in the skies above Salinas.
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Shannon Zentner uses her
hands to shield her eyes from
the sun at the 2003 California
International Airshow Salinas.

Harry Wardwell

Father-son act makes
debut in Russian planes

By VICTOR CALDERON
The Salinas Californian

Among the thousands of people
attending the California International
Airshow will be fathers and sons
together taking in the action in the
skies.
One of those father and son pairs will

not only watch the acts but take to the
skies themselves, entertaining the
crowds in what is called a “dueling Yak
act.”
Bud and Ross Granley, originally

from Canada and now based in Wash-
ington state, fly Russian aircraft known
as Yaks. This will be the Granleys’ first
appearance at the Airshow.
“I’ve heard nonstop about the out-

standing management and tremen-
dous community support in Salinas,”
Ross said. “It’s been an Airshow I’ve
wanted to be in for some time. I’m
tickled pink to be invited.”
The performance starts with Bud

taking off in a Yak-55 plane and Ross
going up in a Yak-18. Their act is full of

loops and spins with catchy names
such as the “Loop Cuban,” “Synchro-
nized Hammerheads” and the “Flop-

ping Taco,” an outside snapping
180-degree turn.
“Once you see (the act), you realize

it’s like nothing you’ve ever seen
before,” said Bud.
Flying is in the Granleys’ blood. Bud’s

fatherwas a pilot, who inspired a love of
flying in his son. Bud joined the Royal
Canadian Air Force and later was a base
solo demonstration pilot on the T-6
Harvard in Canada. He also flew for
United Airlines before retiring in 1997.
Bud was awarded the Art Scholl Show-
manship Award by the International
Council of Airshows in 2005.
Ross was born on a Canadian Air

Force base where his father taught fly-
ing. Ross later joined the Air Force and
flew for the Snowbirds precision flying
unit. He, too, is a pilot with United.
Various uncles and siblings of the

Granleys also fly professionally.
“It’s outstanding to do this with my

father,” Ross said. “The best part of air
shows is to see the joy in young peo-
ple’s eyes.”

Contact Victor Calderón
at vcalderon@thecalifornian.com.

All the talk is about the Yaks
ABOUT THE GRANLEYS
Father-and-son team Bud and Ross
Granley, originally from Canada and now
based in Washington state, fly Russian
aircraft called Yaks.
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Bud and Ross Granley, perform the ‘dueling Yak act.’ The father-and-son team will
be making its first appearance in Salinas this year.

Pilot’s comedy routine
returning to Salinas

By VICTOR CALDERON
The Salinas Californian

Kent Pietsch is a comic, but he does-
n’t perform his act in the comfort of a
comedy club.
He takes his humor to the skies.
Pietsch, who pilots a 1942 Interstate

Cadet plane, will perform at this
year’s California International Air-

show Salinas.
In his aviation comedy act, the North

Dakotan performs a “dead-stick” aero-
batic routine in which he turns off the
plane’s power at 6,000 feet. Pietsch
also has added a runway to the top of
his RV and lands on it at speeds of
about 60 mph during his RV top-land-
ing show.
“I have had some learning experi-

ences in my 35 years doing this,” he
said. “It is a risky business, but it’s
done as safe as possible to provide the
best entertainment possible.”
In another part of his routine, Pietsch

lets an aileron— a pilot-controlled air-
foil at the trailing edge of an airplane
wing that controls rolling— fall off his
craft in mid-air.
Pietsch Air Shows was founded in

1968 by Al Pietsch, Kent’s father, along
with family and friends. Kent began

his flying career at 16. His brother
Warren also joined the family air show
business.
“I was lucky to be born into flying,”

Kent Pietsch. “The best part about it is
the accomplishment and the freedom
you feel when you’re up in the air.”
He returns to the Salinas air show for

the first time since 2004 and will per-
form in about 20 air shows in 2006
across the United States and Canada.
“Salinas is a huge show, and I’m just

proud to be invited back,” Pietsch said.

Contact Victor Calderón at vcalderon@thecalifornian.com.

Ken Pietsch brings laugh to the skies
ABOUT KENT PIETSCH
Kent Pietsch (sounds like “peach”) is a
pilot based in Minot, N.D. He’s known for
his famous comedy routine, last
performed at the Salinas Airshow in
2004.

‘I was lucky to be born into flying.
The best part about it is the

accomplishment and the freedom
you feel when you’re up in the air.’

—Ken Pietsch,
comedy aerobatic pilot
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