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World works to
contain violence
on many fronts

By WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

Rockets lit up the skies over
Iraq and Lebanon and blood-
ied the streets below. Iran and
North Korea both grew bolder
in their nuclear brinksman-
ship. And a thwarted plot to
blow up jetliners rattled
nerves on both sides of the
Atlantic.
In 2006, a world weary of

war grappled with a new slew
of security threats, struggled to
contain violence andmisery in
Sudan, and witnessed the U.S.
president weakened at the bal-
lot box.
It now seems vulnerable on

other fronts, too: Voracious
demand for energy from
China and India raised con-
cerns about sustainable
resources and global climate
change, and Vladimir Putin’s
newly confident Russia trans-
lated its oil wealth into new—
some say dangerous— clout.

Rumsfeld resigns
Civilian and military casual-

ties mounted in Iraq, where
Saddam Hussein was convict-
ed of mass murder and sen-
tenced to hang. With Iraq in
political disarray, and the U.S.
body count approaching 3,000,
a disillusioned American elec-
torate handed President Bush
a rebuke by puttingDemocrats
in charge ofCongress. Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
resigned.
Iraq’s shadow over the

U.S. presidential campaign
darkened and deepened when
a bipartisan commission said
Bush’s policy “is not working”
and suggested withdrawing
most American combat troops
by early 2008.
TheWest’s standoffwith Iran

over its suspect nuclear pro-
gram rose another notch: The
U.N. Security Council slapped
the Islamic republicwith sanc-
tions as a defiant Tehran raced
to bring its first nuclear power
plant on line in late 2007.

Korea tests bomb
The stakes also increased

dramatically with North
Korea, which tested a nuclear
bomb in October. Pyongyang
agreed to resume long-stalled
international disarmament
talks, but much of Asia—well
within striking distance —
remained wary.
Hezbollah militants in

Lebanon fought a 34-day war
with Israel that dealt another
setback to Middle East peace
hopes. Lebanon’s Western-
backed government was then
engulfed in political turmoil.
Ehud Olmert became Israel’s

prime minister after Ariel
Sharon was felled by a stroke
and quickly faced multiple
crises: The militant group
Hamas’ election victory in the
Palestinian territories, the
Lebanon fighting, Iran’s
nuclear ambitions and its pres-
ident’s calls to wipe Israel off
the map.
A U.S. airstrike eliminated

one threat by killing Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, the leader
of al-Qaida in Iraq. But NATO
forces in southernAfghanistan
faced another: a resurgent Tal-
ibanwaging a relentlesswar of
roadside bombings and
ambushes.

Terrorist strike in India
Terrorists struck again,

blowing up crowded trains
and killing more than 200
commuters in Mumbai, India.
British authorities said they
narrowly thwarted a plot to

rival the 9/11 attacks by down-
ing multiple jets over the
Atlantic — a sobering disclo-
sure that swiftly led to tough
new restrictions on the con-
tents of carryon luggage.
Cartoons in European news-

papers depicting the Prophet
Muhammad as a terrorist trig-
gered violent protests in the
Islamic world. The firestorm
flared anew when Pope Bene-
dict XVI quoted a Byzantine
emperor who characterized
some of Muhammad’s teach-
ings as “evil and inhuman.”
The pope later expressed
regret that his speech caused
offense.
The 25-nation European

Union agreed to take in two
more eastern countries in 2007
— ex-communist Bulgaria and
Romania — but cooled on
mostlyMuslimTurkey’smem-
bership bid.

Maps change
Maps of the Balkans became

obsolete overnight when tiny
Montenegro gained independ-
ence, completing the long and
tumultuous breakup of
Yugoslavia. At the United
Nations, South Korea’s BanKi-
moon was elected to take over
Jan. 1 from Kofi Annan as the
first Asian to lead the world
body in 35 years.
Fears of a killer pandemic

briefly swept the globe when
four Turkish children suc-
cumbed to bird flu, but the
virus seemed to vanish as
quickly as it surfaced. Not so
with AIDS, an old nemesis:
The United Nations said 39.5
million people were living
with HIV and nearly 3 million
died in 2006 alone.

Quakes kill thousands
Other disasters struck: An

earthquake killed 5,800 people
and destroyed 135,000 homes
in Java, Indonesia, and scien-
tists sounded fresh warnings
about global warming.
Violence worsened in

Sudan’swesternDarfur region,
where fighting between rebels
and government forces has
killed more than 200,000 peo-
ple. The U.N., desperate to
avoid a full-blown humanitari-
an disaster, approved a 20,000-
strong peacekeeping force, but
Sudan blocked its deployment
for months.
A decade of fighting by

rebels trying to turnNepal into
a communist state ended with
a cease-fire and peace talks,
and ETA, Spain’s armed
Basque separatist group, laid
down its arms.
But war flared anew in Sri

Lanka — where at least 3,500
people died in clashes
between the military and
Tamil Tiger rebels — and
Somalia’s prime minister
warned that the rise of Islamic
militants made fresh conflict
in the restive Horn of Africa
“inevitable.”
In several Latin American

countries it was a good year
for the left. Re-elected were
firebrand Hugo Chavez of
Venezuela, fresh from
denouncing Bush before the
U.N. as “the devil,” andmoder-

Calderon

CANADA
Nov. 28 Parliament passes motion to
recognize the FrenchGspeaking people of
Quebec as a nation within Canada.

ECUADOR
Nov. 26 LeftGleaning
Rafael Correa wins
presidential runGoff.

SOURCE: Electionguide.org Jane Bell, Susie Hoffmann • AP

Selection of presidential elections and
relevant wins of various countries
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World weary of wars
Selection of events from around the world

Countries with presidential elections

n 2006 the world grappled with wars, security
threats, an escalating confrontation over nuclear

proliferation with Iran and North Korea, and yes,
even the loss of one of the Solar System’s nine

planets, Pluto. The shadow of Iraq put Democrats in
charge of the U.S. Congress and presidential elections
elsewhere saw gains for the left.

I

Feb. 16 Rene Preval
declared winner of Haiti’s
presidential election.

March 16
Iraq’s new
parliament
is sworn in.

Jan. 15 Socialist
Michelle Bachelet
elected as Chile’s
first female
president.

Jan. 23
Conservative
candidate
Stephen
Harper wins
Canadian
presidential
election.

April 21 Nouri
alGMaliki is
nominated as Iraq’s
Prime Minister.

Bachelet Maliki Chavez

April 28
Nepal’s
parliament
reconvenes
for first time

in four
years.

May 17 Romano
Prodi sworn
in as Italian
premier, ending
conservative
rule.

May 8 Nobelist
Oscar Arias sworn in
as Costa Rica’s
president.

June 4 Former Peruvian
President Alan Garcia wins
runoff election.

July 3 Felipe
Calderon
declares himself
presidentGelect
of Mexico.

July 30 Congo
holds first
democratic vote
for president
since 1960.

Dec. 2 Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez
wins reGelection.

Sept. 26 Shinzo
Abe wins election
becoming Japan’s
youngest postwar
prime minister.

Oct. 29
Brazil’s leftist
President Luiz
Inacio Lula da
Silva wins
reGelection.

Nov. 7 Leftist Sandinista
leader Daniel Ortega wins
back the Nicaraguan
presidency.

Nov. 8
Democrats win
control of U.S. House
and Senate.

CUBA
July 31
Fidel Castro gives
power temporarily to
brother Raul due to
surgery.

ISRAEL
Jan. 4
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
suffers massive stroke.

UNITED STATES
Jan. 15
Space capsule returns
in Utah with first dust
ever fetched from a
comet.

NETHERLANDS
March 11 Former Serb leader Slobodan
Milosevic found dead at detention center.

IRAN
Feb. 14
Says it has resumed
uranium enrichment.
IRAQ
March War enters
fourth year.

Nov. 5 Saddam Hussein is
convicted, sentenced to hang.

SPAIN
March 22
Basque separatist
group ETA
announces
permanent ceaseG
fire.

ITALY
May 2 Premier Silvio
Berlusconi resigns.

SOUTH KOREA
May 12 Cloning scientist
indicted on charges linked to
faked stem cell research.

LIBYA
May 15
U.S. to restore
full diplomatic
relations, remove
country from a list of
terror sponsors.

INDONESIA
May 27
Earthquake
kills at least
5,800.

GAZA STRIP
Jan. 26
Islamic militant Hamas
win landslide victory in
Palestinian elections.

GAZA
June 25
Palestinian militants sneak
under border crossing, killing
two Israeli soldiers, kidnapping
another.

June 29
Supreme Court rules use
of military tribunals to try
Guantanamo Bay detainees
violates U.S. and
international law.

INDIA
July 11 Eight
bombs on
commuter rails in
Mumbai kill more
than 200.

RUSSIA
July 10 Chechen warlord Shamil
Basayev killed in explosion.

THAILAND
Sept. 19 Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra ousted in coup.

LEBANON
July 12 Hezbollah guerrillas’
capture and killing of Israeli
soldiers, ignites 34Gday war with
Israel.

CHINA
Aug. 10
Most powerful typhoon to hit
China in 50 years kills at
least 441 people.

CZECH REPUBLIC
Aug. 24 International
Astronomical Union declares
Pluto is no longer a planet.

JAPAN
Sept. 6 Princess Kiko
gives birth to first
male heir in more
than 40 years.

NORTH KOREA
Oct. 9
Says it conducted
underground nuclear
weapons test.

Oct. 26
President signs bill
authorizing fences along the
U.S.GMexico border.

GREAT BRITAIN
Nov. 23 Former KGB agent,
Alexander Litvinenko, dies
from poisoning.

CHILE
Dec. 10 Dictator Gen. Augusto
Pinochet dies at 91; escapes trial for
human rights abuses.

AFGHANISTAN
Oct. 5 NATO takes over
eastern Afghanistan from
U.S.Gled forces extending its
role to entire country.

SUDAN
Dec. 13 Aid workers say food and other relief
is not reaching thousands in Darfur.
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Raul Castro took over as the leader of Cuba following the sur-
gery to Fidel Castro..

ate Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of
Brazil. Former Sandinista
leader Daniel Ortega returned
to power in Nicaragua, and
Evo Morales became Bolivia’s
first indigenous Indian presi-
dent.

Calderon wins
But in Mexico, conservative

Felipe Calderon won a razor-
thin victory over a leftist rival
in an election judged honest
by foreign observers yet chal-
lenged by prolonged leftist
protest rallies.
Cubans prepared for a his-

toric changing of the guard
after 80-year-old leader Fidel
Castro underwent intestinal
surgery and temporarily ceded
power.
Congo managed to elect a

president, raising fragile hope

that the arena of Africa’s worst
fighting in the 1990s was final-
ly finding peace.
Alexander Litvinenko, a for-

mer Russian agent and fierce
Kremlin critic, was fatally poi-
soned in Londonwith radioac-
tive polonium-210. Litvinenko
blamedPutin, a leader increas-
ingly beset by accusations that
his government is resurrecting
Soviet-era strong-arm tactics.
Even when the world played

together at the 2006 Turin
Olympics, it stumbled: Doping
scandals marred the games.
Those who looked to the

heavens for a little cosmic
relief were disappointed.
Earth’s leading astronomers,
intent on downsizing the solar
system, stripped poor, pitiful
Pluto of its longtime status as a
planet.
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