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Marina
on cusp
of growth

Housing developments
and the city’s first
high school are among
many changes

By VICTOR CALDERON

The Salinas Californian

With plenty of residential and busi-
ness development on the horizon, the
future in the coastal city of Marina
looks brighter than ever, city leaders
say.

The city turned 30 years old in
November and is bouncing back
from the 1994 closure of the U.S.
Army’s Fort Ord base. With four
large housing developments planned
on former base land, Marina is
preparing to add thousands of new
residents during the next two
decades. Now Monterey County’s
fifth-largest city, it will eventually
become the second-largest, after
Salinas.

Situated in an attractive location
between the Salinas Valley and the
Monterey Peninsula and north of
California State University, Mon-
terey Bay, the city has the land and
water to support development, said
Marina Mayor Ila  Mettee-
McCutchon.

“We were once a soldiers’ town, a
bedroom community, but now we’re
coming into our own,” Mettee-
McCutchon said.

The residential developments —
University Village, Marina Heights,
Cypress Knolls and Marina Station
— are expected to provide about
4,300 residential units and accom-
modate about 10,000 new residents.

The new developments also will
provide at least 1 million square feet
of retail and commercial space, 1,000
hotel rooms and a golf resort as well
as open space and parks.

A new $8 million library, paid for by
bonds approved by Marina voters in
November 2002, will be built in
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Locke Paddon Park, with construc-
tion expected to take place this year.
The new facility will replace the cur-
rent library, located in a shopping
center on Reservation Road.

The city’s Public Safety Depart-
ment will move away from its long-
time joint police and fire department
to separate agencies.

Marina High School, the city’s first
public high school, is expected to
open in August at a temporary site
on Rendova Road on the former Fort
Ord.

Construction on a permanent high
school campus will begin within five
years, the mayor said.

Annual festivals include the Inter-
national Flavors of Marina food,
wine and beer tasting event, held in
February, and the Festival of the
Winds, which will be held May 13
and 14 this year.
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A crew from Exploration & Wells WDC works March 29 on the site of University
Village on the former Fort Ord.
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Site work is done March 29 for the University Village housing development.



