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Welcome
to the
Salinas
Valley

The more I get to know the Sali-
nas area, the more I love it.

Those readers who’ve lived here
their whole lives know well what I
mean. Newcomers rapidly discov-
er the rich quality of life available
in Monterey County.

We’re blessed with agricultural
bounty, beautiful
landscapes and
vista, outstanding
e n t e r t a i n m e n t
opportunities and a
strategic location
on the California
coast.

I would be remiss
if I didn’t mention
another great quali-

ty: friendly and welcoming com-
munities.

It’s my pleasure to extend a wel-
come of my own — on behalf of
The Salinas Californian — to enjoy
and make use of this annual special
section, the Welcome guide to
Monterey County.

The articles, photographs and
advertisements in these pages are
intended to provide an overview
and an introduction to life in Sali-
nas, the Salinas Valley and other
parts of our county.

We’ve spotlighted key communi-
ties and packed in lots of practical
information to help new residents
get situated.

Also included are detailed articles
on how to enjoy life here, including
shopping, dining and outdoor
recreation.

We strive to be as comprehensive
as possible. Most of all, we expect
the Welcome guide to be a primer
for newcomers that also helps long-
time residents make the most of liv-
ing here.

We think you’ll find the section
informative and useful all year long.

Again, from all of us here at The
Salinas Californian, welcome to
Monterey County. And welcome to
Welcome 2006.

SCOTT FAUST is general manager and executive editor
of The Salinas Californian.
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Youngsters ride the Spin-Out at the Salinas Valley Fair in King City in May 2004.

SCOTT MACDONALD/THE SALINAS CALIFORNIAN FILE PHOTO

Bardin Elementary School Principal
Esteban Hernandez reads to third-
grade students as part of the Salinas
Reads program.
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The Salinas Valley as seen from River Road west of Salinas.


