Document: 12-17.eps;Page: 1;Trim size: (17.417 x 10.500 ");Plate: Composite;Date: 07 12, 2006 18:30:43;FOR WEB ONLY

South County Life | Friday, December 15, 2006

Little League’s his passion

RICHARD GREEN/THE SALINAS CALIFORNIAN

Ralph Flores, president of King City Little League, stands in front of the fire truck he drives for the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection at the Bear Valley Station on Highway 1-25 on Nov. 26.

Ralph Flores runs
the whole King
City program

By CHRISTOPHER ORTIZ
The Salinas Californian

A passion for helping kids is
why Ralph Flores donates his
time to baseball.

Flores, who works for the
California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection,
has been the president of the
King City Little League for
the past six years. He also
coaches youth basketball and
soccer for the King City
Recreation Department and
freshman football for King
City High School.

Flores first became involved
with Little League in 1983 as a

e coach. His first team won a

championship.

He said he volunteers his
time with Little League
because he believes it can
help keep youngsters on the
right path.

“It’s a proven fact that kids
who play sports stay out of
trouble in general and stay in
school,” Flores said. “We
want to keep the kids busy,
keep them out of trouble.”

Flores, who grew up in King
City, has spent most of his life
near a baseball diamond.

He and his six brothers
played for King City Little
League, and now his own
family is continuing the tradi-
tion.

All three of his children
play baseball and his wife,
Joy, is the secretary for the
league. They are all also San
Francisco Giants fans.

“We try to go (to games in
San Francisco) at least five

RALPH FLORES

B AGE: 44

B YOUTH INVOLVEMENT:
President of King City Little
League.

B WORK: Fire apparatus
engineer for the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

B EDUCATION: Graduated from
Hartnell College in Salinas and
Allan Hancock College Fire
Academy in Santa Maria.

B PERSONAL.: Lives in King
City with wife, Joy; sons, Marc,
14, and Mathew, 12; and
daughter, Megan, 7.

times a year,” he said.

He said the appeal of base-
ball is its simplicity and acces-
sibility.

“It’s simple to pick up and

play,” he said. “It’s a cheap
sport to play. There’s not a lot
of cost in playing baseball.”

As league president, Flores
said, his responsibilities
include administration work
and making sure everyone,
from coaches to players to par-
ents, follows the rules.

“I oversee the whole league,”
he said. “I'm pretty much in
charge of everything. I make
sure everything runs smooth-
ly. There are quite a few kids
and coaches I'm in charge of.”

The league includes about
325 players, giving him 325 rea-
sons to donate his time and
energy, Flores said.

“I do it for the kids,” he said.
“I help because I want to keep
them out of trouble. It keeps
them strong and healthy. It
teaches respect.”

Contact Chris Ortiz
at chrisortiz@thecalifornian.com.

Officially Licensed Design...The HUMMER™ H3™ is the first proportionally
correct and only Licensed custom Estate/Golf Car styled after the H3™
HUMMER™.

The all new HUMMER™ H3™ Estate/Golf Car is the new industry standard for
custom luxury electric vehicles.

American Custom Golf Cars, Inc. has also been certified by the Federal
Government to offer the California Roadster® to you as a Neighborhood Electric
Vehicle (NEV) which ceritifies if for street use and may qualify you for Federal
Income Tax Credit.

L i i ineered to be the best custom luxury electric
vehicle, the HUMMER™ H3™ was designed on a rugged all aluminum I-beam
chassis. It boasts the roomiest seating area and the most legroom of any other
Custom Electric Vehicle in the world.

The HUMMER™ H3™ Estate/Golf Car uses a long range 48-volt system to ensure
maximum range while delivering optimal power to the high torque motor.

As standard safety enhancements the HUMMER™ H3™ Estate/Golf Car is
outfitted with working headlights, brake lights, turn signal lights, a working
horn, reverse warning buzzer and a standard 4 wheel braking system.

Please contact us for further information or to order your owwn Hummer-H3!

831-678-4244 or 831-214-7465

California Roadster all related emblems and the distinguished vehicle model body and grills are protected under US Federal Patent D442, 517s.
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Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

805.434.2828

1310 Las Tablas Road, Suite 202
Templeton, CA 93465

www.cplasticsurgery.com

Now offering consultations at Mee Memorial Hospital
300 Canal Street « King City

Member
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

® Breast Enlargement/Augmentation,
Lifts, Reductions & Reconstruction

® Face, Neck, Brow & Eye Lifts, Nasal Reshaping

® Body Contouring, Liposuction, Tummy Tucks,
Body Lifts, Scar Revision

* Botox, Restylane, Radiesse
& Medical Aesthetician Services

® Fraxel Laser resurfacing, Silk Peel
Dermal Infusion & Microdermabrasion

* Mediical estation services

Diplomate, American Board of Plastic Surgery

GRATIS/FREE
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Visitenos enlinea en elsoldesalinas.com para encontrar Open Houses! |
Visit us online at elsoldesalinas.com to find Open Houses!
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aparfments.com..

Get what you want...

HomeScape

Para mas informacion, por favor llame al 831.754.4131.
For more information, please call 831.754.4131.
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