
South county’s
office holders
a busy lot

Public officials certainly
come in for their share of
heat, whether they’re elect-
ed or appointed.

At least the hired ones are
paid, often quite well, for the

privilege of
being “in the
kitchen,” so to
speak. They
better have
thick skins or
they won’t
last long.

E l e c t e d
school board
and city coun-
cil members,

on the other hand, usually
are paid a token amount, if at
all, for the hours they put in
before, during and after reg-
ular meetings and other
community commitments.
They certainly aren’t com-
pensated for their role as
lightning rod for public crit-
icism.

It takes a special kind of
person to seek public serv-
ice. This edition of The Sali-
nas Californian’s South
County Life magazine brings
you profiles of 13 such peo-
ple, including school board
and city council members,
city managers and a superin-
tendent in south Monterey
County.

We could easily have pro-
filed twice or three times
that many people and not
run out of worthwhile sub-
jects.

So consider this a cross-
section of the caliber of peo-
ple who help run south
county’s cities and school
districts.

They’re a pretty impressive
group.

As South County Life con-
tinues its exploration of
what makes Salinas Valley
communities special, look
for our next issue — coming
March 24 — which will
focus on the area’s police,
fire and emergency services.

We hope you continue to
learn from and enjoy South
County Life — and life in
south county! 

SCOTT FAUST is executive editor
of The Salinas Californian.
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The Gonzales Police Department announces its Community Policing program in July at a news conference. At the lectern is Police
Chief Paulette Cudio. Also pictured are, from left, Gonzales police Lt. Keith Wise, City Manager Rene Mendez, Mayor Matt Gourley
and City Council members George Worthy and Maria Orozco.
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