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“Over half of our crowd
are not believers, but they
come every week,” he said.

“Some of that is for social
reasons. And that’s fine with
us. But I think the message
of Christ is very practical on
issues of family, loneliness,
anger, depression, all the
emotional issues that kids
are facing, especially in this
generation.

“I’'ve done this for 27 years,
and I’ll tell you my heart
just breaks. Most kids are
either lonely or angry or
stressed. They feel invisible,
even the popular kids who
on the outside look like
everything’s going for them.
They feel like nobody
knows them and no one
understands. We wanted to
create a space where they
can laugh together and have
a good time together and
learn a bit about God.”

Not all teens are inter-
ested, however, and some
are downright hostile, call-
ing Christians derogatory
names or otherwise harass-
ing them.

“I have a friend who’s a
Christian, and there’s a kid
at school who started writ-
ing really nasty stuff all over
her books,” said Hernan Fer-
raris, 17, a senior at Alvarez.

Although Ferraris is an
atheist — someone who
doesn’t believe in any god
— he says harassing others
for their religious decisions
is simply wrong.

“I feel the way I live my
life is just fine — so long as
I treat people right,” he said.
“But everyone else should
be able to believe what you
want and do as you believe,
as long as you don’t try to
make people change or mix
school with religion.”

‘The Jesus Crew’

Tyler Green, 16, a junior, said
the Bible study he and fellow
Alvarez students organize lets
people make their own deci-
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Adam Sandys, a Salinas High senior, pours a bowl of cereal
onto the head of T.J. Crouch, a Palma High senior, during a skit
at the First Presbyterian Church’s Campus After Dark program

Nov. 2, 2005.

sions. About 60 students meet ‘Our first week, we

at lunch each Thursday for
music, games, videos and a
brief — but hard-hitting —
spiritual message.

“There are some people at
school, they refer to us as
“The Jesus Crew,” Green
said. It’s not offered as a
compliment, he said, but he
considers it one.

“If people are coming and
harassing me for what I
believe in, it shows me that
the devil sees me doing
right and wants to see me
stopped.”

Green said the club

had seven people.
The second week, 40
kids showed up, just
by word of mouth’

—Tyler Green, junior

formed to provide a safe
haven for students to learn
about Jesus and how to live
a successful life.

“The Bible has informa-
tion on what to do in certain
situations, such as drugs,
alcohol, sex, homework,

lying to parents — everyday
conflicts people go
through,” he said.

“For instance, as far as
drugs are concerned, the
Bible says: ‘Do not abuse
your body. Your body is like
a temple.”

He said the group has
been a success, both per-
sonally (Green said he’s
focused more on living as a
Christian since forming the
club) and collectively.

“Our first week, we had
seven people. The second
week, 40 kids showed up, just
by word of mouth,” he said.

“It’s built up our faith; it’s
built up our confidence.
We’ve actually gotten peo-
ple free of drugs.”

Escape from boredom

An average of 300 teens
attend Campus After Dark
each week, recruited by word
of mouth, and hundreds
more attend youth groups
and Bible studies at other
churches and schools in the
region. Why the popularity?

“Most people, at first, don’t
want to go,” said Susanne
Andreson, 15, a sophomore
at Salinas High School who
attends Campus After Dark.
“They think it’s just another
church thing, or it’s boring,
or there’s too many people
there. But so many people in
Salinas are lost in hurting,
they need to be able to feel
that there’s something out
there. When you go to a
youth group like CAD, you
can feel that awesome love
and that connection with
something greater than
yourself.”

The connection Leyva
finds at Campus After Dark,
he said, hasn’t left his life
boring.

“I'm going to Mexicali in
two weeks, helping out little
kids over there and teaching
them about God,” Leyva said.
“That should be exciting.”

Contact Ria Megnin at
rmegnin@thecalifornian.com.
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