
When the Carmel ‘Bohemians’ met 
The Ladies of The Arts & Crafts Club 

C
omplied by Marcia Hardy & Step-
hen Moorer from various sources, 
including The State of California/
Resources Agency Dept. of Parks & 

Rec Building, Structure and Object Record; 
PacRep Theatre archives; historical archives 
at Harrison Memorial Library: The Carmel 
Whirl, 5/24/09; Special to The Mercury 
Herald, 1914; and “The Story of the Arts 
& Crafts” by Mary E. Hand in The Carmel 
Cymbal, 7/27/26.

 One hundred years ago the ambitious 
women of The Arts & Crafts Club of Carmel 
began a cultural faction that would establish 
Carmel as a major world arts center.  Balanc-
ing their “act” were the poets and writers of 
the international Bohemian movement who 
were making their migration to Carmel, many 
from the earthquake-ravaged San Francisco. 
Their combined creative energy lives on, 
evidenced by the robust performing, literary 
and visual arts tradition that is the hallmark 
of Carmel-by-the-Sea today.     

Cultural Spasms
The term “Bohemian” was used to describe 

free-living, free thinking people who disre-
garded conventional standards of behav-ior.  
They were independent, artistic, witty and 
colorful. The Bohe-mian Movement began in 
early 19th century Paris, catching fi re in the 
States at the turn of the 20th century.  The 
movement brought forth deep changes in cul-

ture and oversaw a clash of high and low art 
that sent spasms through literature, painting, 
sculpture and music that continue to this day.

 The American “bohemians” began their move 
to Carmel between 1905 and 1907.  Included 
in this wave of creative nomads were George 
Sterling (the unoffi cial Poet Laureate of San 
Francisco), Mary Austin, Jimmy Hopper, Nora 
May French, Jack London, Am-brose Bierce, 
Upton Sinclair, Herbert Heron and Sinclair 
Lewis. The fame and sometimes scandalous 
behavior of the local Bohemians made the town 
widely known, leading the local businessmen 
to publicize quirky behavior rather than to 
criticize it, as in the case of Mary Austin, who 
sometimes “dressed like an Indian” and did her 
writing in a treehouse.

These “Carmelites”, as they were known, 
spent their time communing with nature (and 
each other) while creating and per-fecting their 
works — surrounded by the crashing waves, 
dunes and forests, or among their peers at vari-
ous gathering spots including the Pine Inn and 
the Arts & Crafts Clubhouse & Hall. 

 “Private Theatricals”
 Established in 1905, The Arts and Crafts 

Club of Carmel held their fi rst exhibitions in the 
Old Bath House at the foot of Ocean, and in the 
Pine Inn Hotel lobby, until 1906 when the Car-
mel Devel-opment Company presented the club 
with a small building on Ocean Ave.  They held 
their fi rst large exhibit in this temporary facility 

and, later that year, incorporated and purchased 
a site to erect a permanent clubhouse.  For $600 
they purchased an 80-foot wide lot on Casanova 
between 8th & 9th, and built a small private hall 
(at a cost of $2,500). On August 1, 1907, the 
clubhouse formally opened with an exhibit of 
pictures.  Lectures, dances, recitals, fundraisers 
and “private theatricals” by Sterling, Austin and 
the other poets soon followed. Carmel’s historic 
performing arts tradition was born.

National Recognition
By 1910, the ladies of The Arts & Crafts 

Club were fully en-gaged. Forty-six people 
attended their Third Annual Breakfast at 
Pebble Beach Lodge on July 12.   “After-
wards, all repaired to the reception hall where 
a most enjoyable hour was spent chatting and 
discussing the success of the play recently 
given at the Forest Theater in Carmel.” Later 
that month the club was busy raising funds to 
support the arts. They held an International 
Market “oppo-site the Pine Inn…with…pea-
nut, popcorn and fl ower vendors in costume.”  
At the clubhouse, they held a card party with 
prizes, and an exhibit of paintings. To quote 
a source of the day, “The Fancy Dress Ball in 
the evening at The Arts & Crafts Hall present-
ed a gay scene.”  During this time, The School 
of Arts & Crafts was also going strong with a 
series of original plays inaugurated with Perry 
Newberry’s farce “Burn It.”

 A 1914 issue of The Clubwoman read, 

“Probably no other women’s club in the coun-
try has achieved a more remarkable suc-cess 
in the way of dramatic ventures than has The 
Carmel Club of Arts & Crafts.” The Mercury 
Herald noted, “…a fever of activity seems to 
have seized the community and each new-
comer is imme-diately inoculated and begins 
with great enthusiasm to do some-thing...with 
plays, studios and studies...” In 1918, poet 
Mary Austin spoke at the clubhouse on “The 
New Principle of Nationality” as a benefi t for 
Armenian and Syrian relief. 

PacRep as Steward
 By 1922, The Carmel Club of Arts & Crafts 

had begun formu-lating plans to build a little 
theatre and in 1924 completed work on the 
Arts & Crafts Theatre (also known as the 
Abalone Theatre, Carmel Playhouse, Filmarte 
and, ultimately, the Golden Bough Theatre). 
The theatre and the original clubhouse were 
both de-stroyed by the Golden Bough Fire of 
1949. This historic ground — the original site 
of one of the oldest performing arts venues in 
California — is now the site of the combined 
Circle Theatre and Golden Bough Playhouse.  
And Pacifi c Repertory Theatre, as steward of 
the venerable Playhouse, continues to honor 
the tradition of performing arts in Carmel. For 
further information of PacRep and its upcom-
ing season of plays and musicals, call 622-
0100 or on the web at www.pacrep.org.

 Girl Scouts is a proven program of personal growth and development that is just-for-girls.   In a sa fe and nurturing environment, Girl Scouts meet weekly, bi-weekly or even monthly to

  Enjoy adventures in math and science
  Learn to be healthy and fit
  Participate in service projects that benefit their communities
  Make friends for life
  Have fun!

 Girl Scouts welcomes all girls, ages 5-17. We also welcome the participation of parents, friends, fa mily members and neighbors to become adult volunteers.

 Girl Scouts es un programa solamente para niñas, donde se le ayuda a la niña con su desarrollo perso nal en un ambiente seguro, y con la ayuda de voluntarios responsables.  
 Girl Scouts se re˙nen semanalmente, bi-semanalmente o cada mes para

  Explorar aventuras en matem·ticas y ciencia
  Aprender como mantenerse saludable a través de ejercicios y una buena alimentacion
  Participar en proyectos de servicio para beneficiar la comunidad
  Hacer nuevas amistades que durar·n toda la vida
  Divertirse.

 Girl Scouts da la bienvenida a todas las niñas de 5 a 17 años de edad.  También, apreciamos la parti cipacion de amistades, familiares y vecinos como voluntarios adultos.

 PLEASE CALL GIRL SCOUTS OF MONTEREY BAY AT 633-4877
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PacRep’s Circle Theatre Site Celebrates 100th Anniversary

Y
et, research trends also 
reveal that teachers 
are not as supported 
or appreciated as they 

should be, and often feel overbur-
dened. In fact, 30 to 50 percent 
of teachers leave the profession 

within the fi rst three to fi ve years. 
A new initiative, Jones New 

York In The Classroom, is 
working to reverse that trend. 
Working with four non profi t 
teacher groups-TeachersCount, 
New Teacher Academy, Fund for 
Teachers, Adopt-A-Classroom-
the initiative will focus its 
support of teachers on the three 
R’s: Recruitment, Retention, and 
Recognition of teachers. 

What can you do to 
help? 

Get involved with your local 
school district by adopting 
a classroom or shopping for 

the cause during this fall 
at select retailers and into 

the holiday season. 
Here are just a few 

ideas of how 
you can give a 
gift that gives 
back: 

• Where 
Education is 

Always in Fashion-Consumers 
who purchase the Jones New York 
In The classroom apple icon tshirt 
($20), which is available at www.
jnyintheclassroom.org and in 
more than 150 department stores 
this fall, will help support the 
Jones New York In The Class-
room non-profi t benefi ciaries with 
100 percent of the profi ts from 
these sales. 

• Show Your Support- 100 
percent of the proceeds from 
the Jones New York In The 
Classroom “Support America’s 
Teachers” car magnet ($3) will 
be donated to support non-profi t 
charities committed to supporting 
teachers and education enhancing 
programs. To order, visit www.
jnyintheclassroom.org.

• An Apple For The 
Teacher-You can send a 
fruit basket from The Fruit 
Company and 20 percent 
will be donated to help 
teachers. Reference promo 
code JNYCLASS when 
ordering at www.thefruit 
company.com/inthe class-
room. 

Proceeds from the sales of 

all the products will be used to 
recruit, retain, and recognize new 
teachers and help teachers who 
already buy supplies for their 
classroom-currently, spending 
about $1,200 of their own money 
each year. To learn more, visit 
www.jnyintheclassroom.org. 

Support America’s teachers by 
displaying this apple magnet on 
your car.

Proceeds from a new T-shirt 
will help teacher charities. 

Support teachers by sending a 
fruit basket gift. ■
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Help Give Back To Teachers
Experts say that teachers are the single most 
important factor in raising student achievement.

(831) 759-7500

San Antonio Community Assn.
65951 Lockwood San Lucas 
Road
King City, CA 93930
(831) 385-5223

Seaside-Sand City
Chamber of Commerce
505 Broadway
Seaside, CA 93955
(831) 394-6501
www.seaside-sandcity.com

Second Chance Youth Program
745 N. Sanborn Rd.
Salinas, CA 93905
(831) 758-2501
(800) 200-9989

S.E.I.U. Local #817
334 Monterey St.
Salinas, CA 93905
(831) 757-2061
www.seiu817.org

Shelter Outreach Plus
PO Box 1340
Marina, CA 93933
(831) 384-3388
www.shelteroutreachplus.org

Shoreline Occupational 
Services
1252 N. Main Street
Salinas, CA 93906-2827
(831) 443-1283

Social Security Administration
24 E. Alvin Drive
Salinas, CA 93906

Social Vocational Services, Inc.
430 Airport Blvd., Suite A
Salinas, CA 93905-3302
(831) 751-9145
www.socboc.com

Soledad Community
Health Care
612 Main Street
Soledad, CA 93960
(831) 678-2462

South County Out Reach Effort
(SCORE)
socounty@allianceonaging.org

SPCA Benefit Shop
397 Salinas Street
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 758-8470

SPCA of Monterey County
P.O. Box 3058
Monterey, CA 93942
(831) 422-4721
(831) 373-2631

Special Olympics Monterey 
Bay Region
5 Harris Court, Bldg. O
Monterey, CA 93940-5753
(831) 373-1972

Spector Dance
3343 Paul Davis Drive
Marina, CA 93933
(831) 384-1050
www.spectordance.org

Suicide Prevention Service of 
the Central Coast
P.O. Box 1222
Santa Cruz, CA 95061
(831) 649-8008
(877) 663-5433

Sun Street Centers
11 Peach Drive
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 753-5135

Sunrise House
106 Lincoln Ave.
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 758-3302
www.sunrisehouse.org

Templo Rosa De Saron
826 Sanborn Road
Salinas, CA
(831) 422-2449
trsmd@cfaith.com

Templo Filadelfia School
140 Pajaro Street
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 422-2449

Youth Crime Prevention
PO Box 4966
Compton, CA 90224
(562) 591-0221

Youth Music Monterey
2511 Garden Road C-175
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 375-1992
www.youthmusicmonterey.org

YMCA of the Monterey 
Peninsula
600 Camino El Estero
Monterey, CA 93940-3243
(831) 373-4167

YMCA Bayview
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 375-8833

YMCA, South County
560 Walker Drive
Soledad, CA 93960
(831) 678-1239

YMCA, Salinas Community
117 Clay Street
Salinas, CA 93901-2507
(831) 758-3811

YMCA
38 N. 4th Street
Salinas, CA 93906-3413
(831) 455-1201

YMCA 
55 Rogge Road
Salinas, CA 93906-2466
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