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SI Z E I I Stocking stuffers provide big
rewards in small packages
Starbucks’ 2006 By Lisa Radke ATHLETES COUPLES
Snowglobe Tribune Media Services hohday Though golf season has Pamper your favorite couple
season  officially ended, unless, of by slipping a pair of Satin
would course, you live in a warm Wonders pillowcases ($20 for
be complete climate, the opportunity to standard, $25 for king size)
without stockings  shroud the golf enthusiast on  jp¢0 their stocking. Not only

Mad Gabs' candle
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\ ‘ Champ golf spikes

hung from the
mantle? Though
stocking-stuffers
are typically
small in size,
there’s no reason
they can’t be big on
meaning.
“Giving a gift
with some kind
of personal touch
is always special and
apprec1ated says Leigh
I Zarelli, vice president of
merchandising at Gifts.
com. “Thoughtfulness is the
difference between good and
great when it comes to gifting.”
Holiday cards typically get thrown
away or stuffed in a dark corner until
next year. That’s why Bloomin’ Flower
Cards ($2.95 for single cards, $14.95 per
box) created a new line of holiday cards
that can spread the joy of the season all year
long. Each card is embedded with seeds that
can be planted indoors or out. After a few weeks
of watering, you can enjoy your very own Blue
Spruce tree or mix of wildflowers. Cards and gift
tags are available online at www.bloomin.com or in
select stores.

JAVA DRINKERS
Theme stockings are always a fun and whimsical idea
for anyone on your list. For example, Starbucks
offers an array of holiday gift items that are
made especially for this time of year.
Red and green vacuum-sealed tumblers
($19.95) make traveling with your
morning java easy and mess-free.
Couple that with the Six-for-the-
Season gift pack ($29.95) of various
coffee blends, and your favorite
coffee drinker will be ready to go.
Also available are the Starbucks coffee
liqueur and cream liqueur ($21.95 each)
and a Holiday 2006 Snow globe ($12.95)
featuring a coffee-mug topiary in the center
with glittery snow. All of these items are
available at your local Starbucks.

your list with accessories still
abounds. Callaway Golf offers
a three-piece golf ball ($32
for a box of 12) that features a
soft rubber core. Additionally,
Champ golf spikes ($12.99
for a pack of 20) can help
improve your game even in
the off-season. Both items are
available at sporting goods
stores nationwide.

Whether it’s running,
tennis or racquetball, female
athletes seem to have the
same problem — sports bras
that don’t provide enough
support. Figleaves.com offers
the Shock Absorber sports
bra that is both fashionable
and comfortable. The quick-
drying fabric wicks moisture
away from the skin, while the
high-performance fibers allow
freedom of movement. The
Shock Absorber Pump bra
($45) and a variety of other
styles are available at www.
figleaves.com.

FOOD FINDS

Those who love to cook or who
are new to cooking can benefit
from kitchen gadgets, such as
the Le Creuset Cool Tool ($9)
and the Mini Cool Tool ($6).
These multi-functional silicone
discs can be used as a garlic
peeler, jar openers or surface
protectors and come in fun
holiday colors.

Cooks at any talent level can
appreciate great spices. The
Spice Hunter offers an array of
spices and wintery treats, such
as Winter Sippers ($1.79 to
$6.99) or Grill Shakers ($5.24).
Available at www.spicehunter.
com and select grocery stores.

do these look and feel good,
the company also touts the
hair-care benefits as well by not
creating “bed head.” Available
at www.satinwonders.com.

Newlyweds and veteran
couples alike will enjoy the
romantic atmosphere created
by Mad Gabs’ line of candles
($13) and massage oil ($14).
Both are available at www.
madgabs.com.

GADGETS GURUS

If there’s a techie on your gift
list, there is no doubt he or

she will enjoy the handheld
genius of Nintendo’s DS Lite
($129.99). The lightweight feel
and outstanding graphics are
must-haves for gamers of any
age. Coordinating games, such
as Brain Age ($19.99), New
Super Mario Bros. ($34.99), or
Nintendogs ($32.99) will easily
be the hit of the season.

AROUND THE HOUSE
Homeowners new and old
know how daunting home
repairs and chores can be.
That’s why www.HomeFree.
com ($29 for one-year
subscription) offers a custom
maintenance plan to help keep
you and your home better
organized.

Clean up those holiday
drips and spills with a safe
and natural — and cute!

— all-purpose cleaner ($2.99
to $3.99) from Holy Cow. The
brightly hued bottles make a
practical and lighthearted gift
for any homeowner. 4



