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New leaders take the reigns

Salinas area has
more than 12
people entering
high-level posts

By ROBERT SALONGA

The Salinas Californian

Salinas-area schools will
see fresh faces in several
leadership positions when
the fall semester begins this
month.

The new class of adminis-
trators includes a superin-
tendent for the King City
high school and elementary
districts, an elementary
school principal in Salinas
and two new principals
who’ll head the county’s
newest schools.

In total, the Salinas area
has more than a dozen peo-
ple taking over high-level
administrative  positions.
There are also a similar
number of vacancies still
being filled.

The Alisal Union School
District shuffled three of its
principals and added one to
fill the vacancy left by the
retirement of Creekside
School principal Bill Deeb, a
15-year district veteran.

Don Livermore, a 36-year
veteran of the Monterey
Peninsula Unified School
District, will head Marina
High, a new school on the
former grounds of Central
Coast Continuation High
School in Fort Ord.

The continuation school
relocated to Seaside to make
room for the new school.
Livermore, a former elemen-
tary school teacher and
librarian, sees plenty of pos-
sibilities in Marina High
School, such as a host of aca-
demic partnerships with
nearby colleges and heavy
community input.

“There’s an energy here
that you pick up immediate-
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Marina High School principal Don Livermore speaks at a podi-
um during the grand opening ceremony Monday morning.

In the Salinas City Elemen-
tary School District, Kath-
leen Kahn takes over the
helm of Kammann School
after Mary Randall joined
the district administration to
head program improve-
ments.

Kahn hails from the Coalin-
ga-Huron Unified School
District, where she served as
principal of two elementary
schools. Her 44-year career
encompasses several admin-
istrative positions and 31
years of elementary school
instruction.

A Salinas resident for sev-
eral years, she drove the 104-
mile one-way trip to Coalin-
ga for more than a decade.
Her husband is Harold Kahn,
superintendent of Spreckels
Union School District.

“I'm focused on student
performance and making
sure each child gets the
attention and help they
need,” Kahn said.

Kammann faculty will
focus on improving stu-
dents’ writing skills this
year, she said. To that end,
she hopes to introduce a
school-wide mail system, in
which classrooms trade let-

from previous teaching
experiences.

Dan Burns, a jack-of-all
trades in the Salinas Union
High School District who
has taught, counseled and
administrated at various lev-
els, takes over as principal at
Alisal High School for John
Ramirez, who left to head a
high school in Visalia.

The 2005-06 assistant prin-
cipal at Alisal High, already
familiar with the staff and
faculty, said he’s in prime
position to continue key aca-
demic programs and start
new ones.

Those programs include an
engineering academy and a
ninth-grade academy,
designed to ease the transi-
tion from middle to high
school.

Burns, who took over July 1,
said his first 30 days have
been a whirlwind of work-
shops, conferences and a
search for two assistant prin-
cipals.

All this before a single stu-
dent sets foot on campus.

“In one breath, I can say all
this is coming too fast, but
also not fast enough,” Burns
said.

The following are among newly
appointed, top-level
administrators in Salinas-area
schools for the coming school
year:

Alisal Union

B OSCAR LOYA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Principal Mary Magafia

B CREEKSIDE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL: Principal Julio Sierra
(reassigned)

B STEINBECK ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL: Principal Phil Nava
(reassigned)

H VIRGINIA ROCCA BARTON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Principal Anastacio Cabral
(reassigned)

Gonzales Unified

H LA GLORIA ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL: Principal Rachelle
Morgan-Lewis

H FAIRVIEW MIDDLE
SCHOOL: Principal Albert
Velasquez

Greenfield Union

H VISTA VERDE MIDDLE
SCHOOL: Principal Stella
Laurel

Vice Principal Scott Smith

King City Union/Joint

King City will see a new
leader in Jim Schiffman, tak-
ing over as superintendent
of King City Joint Union
High School District and
King City Elementary
School District, which are
overseen by one administra-
tion.

Schiffman, previously
superintendent of McFar-
land Unified School District
in Bakersfield, replaces

Union High

Superintendent Jim Schiffman

B KING CITY HIGH SCHOOL:
Assistant Principal Dan Lunt

Monterey Peninsula Uni-
fied

B MARINA HIGH SCHOOL:
Principal Don Livermore

North Monterey County
Unified

Noemy Burnside, director of
student and family services

B NORTH MONTEREY
COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL:
Principal David Burke

Assistant Principal Hugo Galvan

B ECHO VALLEY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Assistant Principal Sarah
Cortes

B PRUNEDALE
ELEMENTARY: Principal
Margarita Palacios

Salinas City Elementary

B KAMMANN SCHOOL:
Principal Kathleen Kahn

Salinas Union High

B HARDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL:
Assistant Principal Paul

head the Stanislaus Union
School District in Modesto.
He steps into an adminis-
tration that just negotiated a
contract agreement with
high school teachers that
spared the district from a
possible state takeover.
Schiffman said the agree-
ment came from both sides
finding common interests —
mainly, keeping the district
from going bankrupt if it had

Brennan

W ALISAL HIGH SCHOOL:
Principal Dan Burns

Assistant Principal Claudio
Montero

San Antonio Union

Superintendent/principal Linda
Irving

Soledad Unified

Sharon Loucks, director of
special projects

B JACK FRANSCIONI
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Principal Jeanne Hernandez-
Tutop

B ROSE FERRERO
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Principal Julie Bray

H MAIN STREET MIDDLE
SCHOOL: Assistant Principal
Jeff Lopez

B SOLEDAD HIGH SCHOOL:
Assistant Principal Wade
Willingham

B SOLEDAD COMMUNITY
EDUCATION CENTER:
Principal Joseph Domingues

Washington Union

Superintendent Dee Baker

lion a state board ruled it
owed.

“All parties concerned are
interested in moving in a
positive direction,” Schiff-
man said.

He will also oversee the
construction of a new mid-
dle school in the district,
estimated to open in fall
2007.

Contact Robert Salonga
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