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Palma reloads, remams team to beat

You lose a record-setting
quarterback.

You lose your leading rusher.

You lose your leading receiver.

You lose your best lineman.

If you're Palma High School,
it essentially means you lose
almost nothing.

There’s hardly anything about
Palma football that relates to
losing, be it games or players.

They may have lost quarter-
back Brian Reader and his
school-record 1,866 passing
yards. They may have lost swift
Andrew Reyes and his 7-yard-
per-carry average. They may
have lost Brett Taylor and his
league-leading 30 receptions
and 550 yards. And they may
have lost Jeff Davis, the 2006 T-
CAL Lineman of the Year.

Those players may be lost, but
they probably won’t be missed.

As is usually the case with
Palma, there’s more where they
came from.

Such is football at Palma, which
has been attracting, molding and
coaching some of the best play-
ers in the Central Coast Section
for nearly a quarter century.

Palma, which has won 22 titles
in 23 years and reached the play-
offs in all of those 23 years, has
the second-longest streak in the
section, at 24, for most consecu-
tive years with a winning record.

One more and it ties St. Fran-
cis’ record of 25 (1975-1999).

And as if Monterey County
teams need a reminder of
Palma’s domination, the Chief-
tains have a 120-1-1 record
against area teams since 1988.

Since losing to Salinas High in
2002 the Chieftains have won 17
straight against county teams
and have scored 40 or more
points in their last six encoun-
ters against neighboring schools.

There’s no end in sight.

“We have motivated kids who

buy into what we’re doing,” said
Palma coach Jeff Carnazzo. “We
put it out there for them and
they know in time there will be
a reward at the end.”

It doesn’t seem to matter if
those in uniform play a lot, or
hardly at all. Palma football has
a meaning maybe only its play-
ers truly understand.

“Some players may not get
into a game, some may get in
only at the end,” Carnazzo said.
“But being part of it is special to
those kids.”

Carnazzo not only has contin-
ued the legacy of Palma football,
but he has taken it to another
level.

During his seven years as
coach, Palma has won the high-
est division of the CCS playoffs
three times, reached the cham-
pionship game four times, won
a league title six times and
never lost more than two regu-
lar season games in any year.

Last year Palma came close to
reaching the state title game,
something it hasn’t forgotten.

“That’s our ultimate goal,”
Carnazzo said. “We throw the
date out (Dec. 15), but we quick-
ly explain a lot of things have to
come together.”

This year’s team will be quar-
terbacked by Connor Farotte,
who at 6-feet, 160 pounds, is
more of the traditional style of
Palma quarterback, compared
to the 6-4, 215-pound Reader.

But that doesn’t mean he can’t
throw.

“He’s a cross between Jordan
Casas and Reader,” Carnazzo
said.

Casas was MVP of the T-CAL
in 2005. Reader was MVP last
year.

Farotte scampered for 180
yards last year in a back-up
role, averaging more than eight
yards per carry in the process.
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Chad Davis squeezes into the
end zone in last year’s game
against Hollister.

But the marquee player for
Palma is probably Chad Davis,
whose combination of athleti-
cism and academics may make
him the most heavily recruited
player in the county.

The 6-foot, 200-pound Davis is

Chieftains schedule
Sept. 8: Skyline, 7:.30 p.m.
Sept. 14: At Sequoia (Redwood City), 7

p.m.
Sept. 22: At De La Salle (Concord), 7

m.
Sept. 28: North Salinas, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5: At Salinas, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 12: Alisal, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 19: At Hollister, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 26: At Gilroy, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 2: Turlock, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 9: Alvarez, 7:30 p.m.

an Ivy League-like student with
a 3.8 grade-point average who
promises to pack a punch as a
linebacker and running back.

“He could be a 1,000-yard
rusher, but his future is probably
at linebacker,” Carnazzo said.

Nate Ramirez, another of
Palma’s multi-talented players,
is expected to be the featured
back. He averaged about nine
yards per carry last year.

Palma has plenty of receivers,
led by 5-9,180-pound Chris Lau-
ritzen (17 catches, 217 yards)
and AJ. Layson.

“A.]. could be one of our most

dynamic receivers,” Carnazzo
said. “He’s one of those kids
who runs precision routes with
good hands.”

Yet the best of the receiving
bunch may turn out to be 6-2,
200-pound John Bonano, who
missed all of last football sea-
son with an injury.

Palma’s offensive line consists
of 6-2, 240-pound Sean Minami;
510, 235-pound Brandon Karleen,
5110, 285-pound Sam Dozier; 6-5,
275-pound Taylor Reeder and 5-
10, 240-pound Joey Piedimonte.

Six times last year Palma
allowed a touchdown or less,
and its defense could be as
strong as ever this year.

The linebackers include 5-9,
215-pound second team all-lea-
guer Hunter Baird; 5-10, 175-
pound Bobby Dennehy and 5-
10, 185-pound Brett Chernetsky.

An imposing defensive line
has 6-2, 215-pound Colton Hol-
loway; 6-3, 200-pound Paul
Marcroft; 6-4, 215-pound Ryan
Barber and 6-0, 295-pound
noseguard Evan Swenson.

SERVICING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 24 YEARS

e TUNE-UPS

* SMOG INSPECTION -

DOUG/ HAMPTON'S)

AUTO) REPAIR;

— FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES ——

¢ BRAKES -

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

754-4431

1054 A TERVEN AVE. SALINAS CA 93906

AIR CONDITIONING
REAR END WORK

Palma offers:
8 Computer Courses

Digital Art & Digital
12 Varsity Level S‘mrts

6 Foreign Languages

Autocad, Java Pro%r%mlng (Honors),
ideo Pro

Baseball, Baskethall, Cross Countr

Field, VoIIeybaII Water Polo, Wrest! |ng

Award-Winning Music Program

Co-ed, 50+ member Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensemble, & Jr. High School Band
+¢ | Wide Variety of Activities & Clubs

% Mock Trial, Investment Club, Interact Club, National Honor Society, Literary Journal, Yearbook,
Newspaper, Student-Made Film Festival & more

PALMA

Developing leaders of the future and fostering the pursuit of excellence.

Introduction to Computers, Introduction to Business Applications, Architectural Draftln%
Mechanical Drawing Usmg Autocad, Web Authoring,
duct|0n Multimedia Authoring

. 10 Advanced Placement Courses
o Blolo%y AP Calculus AB, AP Galculus BC, AP EurFPean History, AP Latin IV, AP Spanish V,
I AP Statistics, AP U.S. Government, AP U.S. History, A

World Literature

Chinese, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Russian & Spanish

. Football, Golf, Soccer, Swimming/Diving, Tennis, Track &

Using

Admission Test Dates
Saturday, January 12, 2008 | Sunday, Nov. 4, 2007
Saturday, January 26, 2008

Open House

11am-2pm

Palma is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and
the Western Catholic Educational Association. Palma works with families on a
confidential basis to ensure that qualified students have the opportunity to
attend our school.

A limited amount of financial aid is available.

831-422-6391 « 919 Iverson St. Salinas, CA 93901
www.palmahs.org e All Boys, grades 7-12
School Sponsored by Congregation of Christian Brothers.

Big enough to serve you,

small enough to know you.
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